Introduction
The maps and graphs in this summary describe streamflow conditions for water year 2012 (October 1, 2011 , to September 30, 2012 in the context of the 83-year period from 1930 through 2012, unless otherwise noted. The illustrations are based on observed data from the U.S. Geological Survey's (USGS) National Streamflow Information Program (http://water.usgs.gov/nsip/). The period 1930-2012 was used because, prior to 1930, the number of streamgages was too small to provide representative data for computing statistics for most regions of the country.
In the summary, reference is made to the term "runoff," which is the depth to which a river basin, State, or other geographic area would be covered with water if all the streamflow within the area during a specified time period was uniformly distributed upon it. Runoff quantifies the magnitude of water flowing through the Nation's rivers and streams in measurement units that can be compared from one area to another.
Each of the maps and graphs below can be expanded to a larger view by clicking on the image. In all the graphics, a rank of 1 indicates the highest flow of all years analyzed. 
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Summer season (July-September) streamflow in Midwestern and southeastern States-as well as Delaware, Vermont, and New York-was below or much below normal. Streamflows in Kansas and Nebraska were at record-low levels. Streamflow was above normal in Washington, Louisiana, and Florida. On a nationwide basis, summer-season streamflow was much below normal, ranking 76th in 83 years. * For Puerto Rico, 69 years of available data were used. In any given month, on average, it is expected that 5 percent of the streamgages will experience very high (>95th percentile) and very low (<5th percentile) average streamflow. During water year 2012, only 3 fall months (October, November, and December) had a greater-than-expected percentage of streamgages reporting very high streamflow (8, 7, and 8 percent, respectively). In contrast, there were 8 months (from February to September) with a greater-than-expected percentage of streamgages with very low flows (6, 6, 18, 8, 13, 13, 10 , and 9 percent, respectively). The bankfull streamflow is defined as the highest daily mean streamflow value expected to occur, on average, once in every 2.3 years. In 2012, 23 percent of streamgages had a daily mean streamflow value above the bankfull level. This value is much smaller than the expected number (43 percent) to occur in any given year. Since 1950, the largest number of streamgages reporting higher-than-bankfull streamflow in any 1 year was 69 percent, which occurred in 1996. The 10th percentile 7-day low flow is defined as the lowest 7-day average streamflow expected to occur, once every 10 years. In water year 2012, 12 percent of the streamgages reported a 7-day average low flow less than the 10th percentile 7-day low flow value. The expected number to occur in any given year is 10 percent. Since 1950, the largest percentage of streamgages reporting a 7-day low flow less than the 10th percentile 7-day low flow was 25 percent in 1954.
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